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OUT OF THE BEDROOM—Stripsearchers Exhibition

From 22nd January until 30th March 2007 Hi8us Midlands Ltd are proud to present Out of the Bedroom, a touring exhibition of some of the best established and new illustrative talent the West Midlands can offer.

In September 2003 Hi8us Midlands Ltd launched the StripSearch project to identify and support comic strip illustration talent in the West Midlands. Our aim was to take the talent out of the bedroom, where most comic illustrators hone their skills, and support it in the professional world. Three years on we have chosen some of the finest examples of work, generated by participants, from the three rounds of this scheme. This exhibition is a celebration of the unique styles and talents of both amateur and professional comic illustrators living in the West Midlands. The exhibition will be toured at select venues in the West Midlands, starting in Stoke on Trent, Birmingham and finishing in March in Bromsgrove.

“We are really proud of all the artists we have worked with” says Jemima Cattel, Deputy Director of Hi8us Midlands Ltd “This exhibition is a great way to show the West Midlands the talent we have here and we hope it will encourage other artists to exhibit their work.”

John McCrea (Batman, Spider Man, X-men and the Hulk) whose work is included in the exhibition said “I’m really pleased to be involved in this exhibition, if, like me you love comics and cartoons, you’ll love this.” 

This scheme has received funding from Arts Council West Midlands and Equal-ITM, an initiative that strives to combat and prevent discrimination in the labour market.
For further information about the scheme please contact Jemima Cattel on 0121 753 7700 or jemima@hi8us.co.uk
-ENDS-

Notes for Editors


1. Exhibition Venues and Dates
22/01/07-27/1/07 Burslem Art Gallery, Queen Street, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3EJ  T:01782 810808 http://www.schoolofart.co.uk/main/index.html 9-6pm 

01/02/07-09/02/07 Custard Factory Reception, Gibb Street, Birmingham, B4 9AA T:0121 693 7777 9-6pm 

7/03/07-31/03/07  Bromsgrove Artrix Art Centre, Slideslow Drive, Bromsgrove, B60 1AX T:01527 577 330 www.artrix.co.uk 10-10pm
Hi8us develops and delivers a range of arts and media projects collaborating with young people. Since 1999, Hi8us has taken its experience of media, education and training to create innovative new media and online educational tools.  Significantly, funded by Nesta, Hi8us has developed edrama, an online tool that provides an immersive educational experience. Hi8us is pioneering the use of multi-user software to deliver an absorbing and engaging educational experience for educators and young people alike.

2.  The project forms part of a community programme called Equal - a European

Social Fund initiative which tests and promotes new means of combating all

forms of discrimination and inequality in the labour market. The GB Equal

Support Unit is managed by ECOTEC
Equal is an initiative which tests and promotes new means of combating all forms of discrimination and inequalities in the labour market, both for those in work and for those seeking work, through transnational co-operation. Equal also includes action to help the social and vocational integration of asylum seekers. Equal operates across identified thematic fields, which embrace the four pillars of the European Employment Strategy and support for asylum seekers. Equal funds activities implemented by strategic partnerships called Development Partnerships (DPs). Each Development Partnership will address one thematic field of its choice. 
3. StripSearch has been running since 2003. It is a scheme that targets the most talented and aspiring young artists from Birmingham, who are keen to crack the comic industry. Over the past 2 schemes we have been inundated with applications from some amazing talents and we are keen to continue to support and expand the talent in the area. During the scheme the participants take part in a series of workshops ranging from inking through to storytelling. At the end of the scheme the group create and publish their own comic, which is launched at the largest British Comic Convention, now taking place in Brighton.

4. StripSearch and Hi8us Midlands Ltd have the full recognition and backing of the international comics community. We aim to make the West Midlands the illustration/comic hub of the UK. 

5. John McCrea was born in Belfast in 1966, all John ever wanted to do was draw: specifically comics, and a product of his primary school days was the Bionic Emu. In the midst of dropping out of a degree in Art and Design in Belfast, John hawked his steadily maturing work around the UK comic conventions and the British comic editors: at  Marvel2000 AD

, and British. His first professional job was on the cartoon adaptation the Centurions before he went on to work on Action Force (British GI Joe), BLAAAM! And eventually drawing a few Future Shocks stories for 2000 AD. The big break came in 1988, when Garth Ennis (then 18 years old) wrote 'Troubled Souls', and a Northern Irish artist was required. A productive partnership was born between John and Garth that has lasted more than 10 years. They collaborated on For a Few Troubles More, Judge Dredd, the Demon and 'Hitman', to name a few. John also works for Marvel and has illustrated for many of the classics, including Spiderman, Batman and X-men. Visit www.johnmccrea.com for details.
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